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J U A N  C .  V A R E L A  
Partner, Caracas and Miami 

 
+58.212.953.4006 

Caracas 
 

+1.305.577.7044 
Miami 

 
jvarela@ssd.com 

Practice Focus 
Labor & Employment 

Education 
University of Illinois at 

Chicago, LL.M., 
summa cum laude, 

1995 
 

Universidad Católica 
Andrés Bello, J.D., 

cum laude, 1992 
 

 Juan Carlos Varela leads the Caracas Labor Practice. He focuses his practice on labor 

and employment law, executives and workers’ compensation, employment tax, labor 

litigation matters and alternative dispute resolution, including labor arbitration. He is 

actively involved in the international labor practice of the firm. In 2009 he was noted for 

his labor expertise in LatinLawyer 250. 

He counsels clients in negotiating and drafting collective bargaining agreements, 

focusing on oil and gas areas and the pharmaceutical industry. 

Mr. Varela also advises on employment planning and structuring of employee 

compensation packages, rewards and merits. He designs and implements employment 

structures for expatriates and conducts labor audits. 

In addition, Mr. Varela assists in the determination of labor benefits for termination of 

employment, counsels in mass layoff processes and represents employers in labor 

trials and labor administrative claims. 

Mr. Varela represents a major international corporation in Venezuela and Latin 

America, helping them to deal with complex labor issues, preventing them from 

assuming liabilities, and structuring the best labor scheme necessary to reduce costs 

by complying with the laws. 

He is a labor law professor at the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello. He has written 

numerous articles on labor-related issues and is regarded as one of the best labor 

attorneys in Venezuela. 

Languages: Spanish, English 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 
 
NAME:    Juan Carlos de la Vega Gómez 
 
DATE OF BIRTH:   September 20, 1967 
 
PLACE OF BIRTH:   Mexico City, Mex. 
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES: 
 
1.- Attorney at law degree obtained at Universidad Iberoamericana, A.C. (1985 to 

1989), obtaining as final grade 9.93. 
 
 Professional exam presented on June 7, 1990, receiving “Honor Award” for the 

thesis “The Concept of Salary and its Integration”. 
 
2.- Specialty in Labor Law at Universidad Panamericana, A.C. in Mexico City (1990). 
 
3.- Specialty in “Amparo” Law at Universidad Panamericana, A.C. in Mexico City 

(1993). 
 
4.- Specialty in Corporate and Economic Law at Universidad Panamericana, A.C. in 

Mexico City (1994). 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 
Member of the Labor and Employment Practice Group of the Santamarina y Steta, S.C. law 
firm from 1986 to this date, devoted to collective bargaining, labor planning, employment 
litigation and consulting services regarding employment, labor and social security laws. 
 
Representative of such firm rendering services at the Litigation Department of Baker & 
Botts in Houston, Texas, during 1992. 
 
Partner of Santamarina y Steta, S.C. from January 1, 1997, as responsible of the Labor and 
Employment Practice Group of the Monterrey office. 
 
Speaker in several national and international events on Mexican labor and employment 
aspects, including the National Colleagues and Universities Association (NACUA), the 
American Bar Association, the National Retail Federation, among others. 
Acted as expert witness on Mexican employment law in U.S. Courts. 
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Considered as one of the best Mexican management labour and employment attorneys in 
2004 and 2005 by the magazine WHO’S WHO LEGAL. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: 
 
Barra Mexicana, Colegio de Abogados, A.C. (Mexican Bar), from 1991. 
 
 
LANGUAGES: 
 
Spanish and English 



S A L I M  J O R G E  S A U D  N E T O  
Brazilian Counsel, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
  

 
+55.11.3046.4404 

São Paulo 
 

+55.21.2271.3300 
Rio de Janeiro 

 
sjsaud@ssd.com 

 
Practice Focus 

Energy & Utilities; 
Government Relations 

& Public Advocacy; 
Bankruptcy & 

Restructuring; 
Mergers & 

Acquisitions;  
Private Equity & 
Venture Capital;  

Real Estate Finance 
 

Education 
Columbia University, 
LL.M., Harlan Fiske 

Stone Scholar 
 

Universidade do 
Estado do Rio de 

Janeiro, LL.B. 
 
 

Admissions 
Brazil; 

New York; 
United States District 

Court, Southern District 
of New York 

 

Salim Jorge Saud Neto's transactional and advocacy practice is centered on energy, 

business and corporate law. Having practiced both in Brazil and the United States, he 

has experience in various areas of the law including contracts, real estate, mergers and 

acquisitions, securities, general corporate, information technology, labor and 

employment, antitrust, intellectual property and arbitration. Mr. Saud has worked on 

domestic matters in the United States and Brazil, as well as cross-border transactions 

involving Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Cayman Islands, Chile, China, Colombia, 

Ecuador, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, the 

Netherlands, Panama, Peru, Spain, United Kingdom, Uruguay and Venezuela.  

Mr. Saud has represented companies investing and operating in Brazil and Latin 

America in several projects in the energy sector, specifically various phases of gas and 

renewable energy projects, from construction contracts to the formation of consortia, 

financing the project to the maintenance and operation of the facility. Mr. Saud has 

assisted clients with arbitrations and counseled clients on the regulation of financial 

markets as well as on intellectual property matters. He has prepared and reviewed 

agreements related to intellectual property and information technology, and has taken 

active roles in project financing and operational projects in the oil and gas industry.  

Mr. Saud has assisted clients with mergers and acquisitions as well as with company 

restructuring, and has worked in and led deals valued from US$1 million to  

US$1 billion.  

Mr. Saud has presented seminars in various parts of the world, on information 

technology, arbitration, labor and employment, and oil and gas contracts. In addition, he 

acted as counsel to the United Nations on contractual matters and is the author of 

several articles, ranging from energy to arbitration, published in Brazilian and US legal 

and business publications.  

He is a member of the American and British Chambers of Commerce in Rio de Janeiro 

and American Bar Association International Law Section. In addition, Mr. Saud serves 

as deputy chair of the Brazilian Bar Second Chamber of Mediator and Arbitration in  
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S A L I M  J O R G E  S A U D  N E T O  
Brazilian Counsel, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
  

Rio de Janeiro.  

Languages: Portuguese, English, French, Italian, Spanish 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E x p e r i e n c e  

 Representing a world-class provider of engineering, construction and operations 

solutions to global water, environmental, transportation and facilities markets in the 

US$340 million sale of its power transmission line business in Brazil to the leading 

Italy-based electric transmission company. 

 Representing a world-class provider of engineering, construction and operations 

solutions to global water, environmental, transportation and facilities markets in the 

sale of its water business in Brazil in a transaction involving more than US$50 

million in price and assumed liabilities. 

 Representing a Brazil-based concessionaire of water services in the renegotiation 

of a US$50 million contract with governmental authorities. 

 Advising on the divestiture of one investor’s equity participation in the Bolivia and 

Brazil gas pipeline. 

 Counseling in the US$800 million sale of one of the largest Brazil-based mining 

companies. 

 Providing counsel in a dispute resolution and renegotiation of a US$300 million 

power plant construction contract in Brazil. 

 Advising on a US$20 million greenfield ethanol project in Jamaica. 
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S A L I M  J O R G E  S A U D  N E T O  
Brazilian Counsel, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
  

SQUIRE, SANDERS & DEMPSEY L.L.P.  WWW.SSD.COM 
 

 Providing counsel in the acquisition of various jet fuel distributors and FBO 

operators in several jurisdictions within the United States totaling more than US$70 

million. 

 Advising on a US$30 million acquisition of a textiles manufacturing plant in Brazil. 

 Counseling on a US$10 million divestiture of the local subsidiary of a US-based 

health care and fire fighting company with assets in Argentina, Bolivia and Brazil. 

 Advising in the contractual and corporate restructuring of the South America-based 

operations of a global leader in the leisure and entertainment industry. 

 Counseling on the contractual and corporate restructuring of the South America-

based operations of a global leader in the software industry. 

 Representing international and local clients in several arbitrations. 

 



F e d e r i c o  L a u r e n s  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+5411.5281.6000 
flaurens@bunge.com.ar 

 
Studies 

 Maple Grove Senior   High 
School, Minnesota, USA 

 
Universidad del Salvador 

 
Degree : Lawyer (2006). 
. 

 
Languages 

Spanish 
English 

 
 
 

 

EXPERIENCE 

- Member of Sociedad Argentina de Derecho Laboral (Argentinian Association of 

Labor Law) 

- Member of the Legal Department at Universal Assistance (2003-2006)  
 

ACADEMICS & HONORS 

- Labor Law Specialization Universidad de Buenos Aires (currently attending). 

 

ACADEMICS & HONORS 

- Assistant Professor of the subject “Labor Legal Practice” and “Labor Law” given 

by Professor Yannibelli. Universidad del Salvador. 

- Speaker at the Rotary Club Minnesota Conference regarding  “ Political Economy 

and Society in Argentina” USA (2003) 

- Translator, International Conference in Argentina (2000), Rotary Club.  

 
 

 
 



CRISTIÁN SANDOVAL SOTO 
6680 Noruega Street, Apt. 42, Las Condes, Santiago - Chile 

 (56-2) 494-4233/(56-9) 326-6422  
csandoval@tyd.cl  

 
EDUCATION 
 
University of Michigan                      Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Bar Review course (Given by the BarBri Corporation)                 May 2007-July 2007 
In preparation to sit for the New York State Bar Examination 
 
Northwestern University School of Law                                                                Chicago, Illinois 
LL.M. (Master of Laws)                                    2001-2002 

• Relevant coursework: Environmental Law, Regulation and Competition, Project Finance, Business Associations, 
Mergers and Acquisitions, Cross-cultural Negotiation, International Trade, Telecommunications. 
 

Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez School of Law                                                      Santiago, Chile 
MASTERS IN BUSINESS LAW                           1999-2000 

           
Universidad Andrés Bello School of Law                                 Santiago, Chile 
L.C.J.S. degree (J.D. equivalent)                   1991-1996 
Admitted to Bar in Chile                                 May 18th, 1998 
 
EXPERIENCE                                        
 
 TORO Y DEPOLO ABOGADOS                                                 Santiago, Chile 
Partner                   1999 – to date 

• Advised leading snack and pet food US producer on employment, corporate, real estate and consumer protection 
matters. Litigated in product liability and consumer protection trials. 

• Provided legal advice to US pharmaceutical corporation on corporate and employment matters. 
• Counseled world’s major PC manufacturer on corporate, employment, consumer protection and life sciences (clinical 

trials) matters. 
• Advised Canadian corporation specialized in the development, production, and marketing of yeasts and bacteria for 

the wine and brewer industry on corporate and employment matters. 
• Advised Dutch animal health pharmaceutical corporation on employment and corporate matters. 
• Advised Dutch pharmaceutical corporation on employment and corporate matter. 
• Advised U.S. pharmaceutical corporation on life sciences matters. 
• Provided legal advice to Canadian title insurance company on setting up of a subsidiary in Chile.  
• Represented controlling shareholder of Chile’s mayor retail group before the Superintendence of Securities and 

Insurance on insider trading proceeding. 
• On behalf of UK controlling shareholder, served as alternate Director and Secretary to the Board of Directors of 

controlling corporation of a local water and sewage utility company located at Chile’s 5th Region (until 2003). 
• Advice to major UK insurance broker on corporate, regulatory, employment and other matters connected with 

operation of its local subsidiary. 
• Counseled fortune 500 American reinsurer on its registration with the Chilean Superintendence of Securities and 

Insurance. Same kind of services as the foregoing rendered to Swiss reinsurer. 
• Provided legal advice to foreign reinsurers and reinsurance brokers on all aspects related to keeping in force its 

registration with the Chilean insurance regulator. 
• On behalf of domestic and foreign insurers, represented major insured corporations in product liability, professional 

malpractice, corporate vicarious liability, and consumer law trails.  
• Provided legal advice to Lloyd’s of London syndicate on domestic insurance and litigation matters. On behalf of said 

syndicate, litigated on liability trials. 
 
AUTOMÁTICA Y REGULACIÓN S.A.                                           Santiago, Chile 
Attorney                                        1998-1999 

 
• Represented client on collection proceedings and employment trials. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 
Languages Spanish (Native), English (Fluent).  
Interests Reading, swimming, skiing, and traveling. 

mailto:csandoval@tyd.cl


G A B R I E L  D E J A R D E N  G O N Z Á L E Z  
Associate, Santo Domingo  
  

 
+1.809.289.4914 

gdejarden@ssd.com 
 

Practice Focus 
Corporate 

Transactions, Finance 
& Governance; 

Financial Services; 
Real Estate; 

Hospitality & Leisure; 
Real Estate 

Transactions 
 

Education 
Georgetown University, 

LL.M., 2003 
 

Pontificia Universidad 
Catolica Madre y 

Maestra, J.D., magna 
cum laude, 2002 

 
Admissions 

Dominican Republic 

Gabriel Dejarden González focuses his practice on corporate and financial services 

including mergers and acquisitions, and banking and financial regulation. Mr. Dejarden 

also provides ongoing advice on labor, litigation and real estate-related matters.  

Mr. Dejarden is a member of the Legal Committee of the American Chamber of 

Commerce of the Dominican Republic, the Latin American Council for the Study of 

International and Comparative Law, the Willem C. Vis Moot Alumni Association and the 

Alumni Association of Georgetown University. 

Languages:  Spanish, English, French (Moderate) 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E x p e r i e n c e  

 Providing counsel in the acquisition of a Dominican Republic-based packaging 

company by a major US-based packaging manufacturer. 

 Providing counsel to a non-Dominican entity for the establishment of an offshore 

financial center in the Dominican Republic. 

 Assisting non-Dominican corporate and individual clients in the acquisition of real 

estate in the Dominican Republic for tourism development and personal leisure 

purposes. 

 Representing Fortune and Global 500 companies in agency and distribution issues 

including the drafting, negotiation and enforcement of agreements under the  

DR-CAFTA Treaty and Dominican Agent/Distributor Protection Law No. 173. 

 Providing counsel to a diplomatic delegation and various Fortune 500 companies  

concerning social security and labor law matters. 

 Representing a Fortune 500 investment bank in connection with various securities 

and banking law matters in the Dominican Republic. 

 

SQUIRE, SANDERS & DEMPSEY L.L.P.  WWW.SSD.COM 
 



G R E G O R Y  A .  W A L D  
Senior Attorney, San Francisco and Miami  
  

 
+1.415.393.9828 

San Francisco 
 

+1.305.577.7000 
Miami 

 
gwald@ssd.com 

 
Practice Focus 

Labor & Employment; 
Immigration 

 
Education 

University of Miami, 
J.D., managing editor, 

University of Miami 
Entertainment and 

Sports Law Review, 
associate editor, 

Business Law Journal, 
1992 

 
Tulane University, B.A., 

1988 
 

Admissions 
California; 

Florida;  
United States Supreme 

Court; 
United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth 

Circuit; 
United States District 

Court, Southern District 
of Florida 

Gregory A. Wald’s experience includes representing multinational and Fortune 500 

companies and individual clients in all aspects of immigration law including  

non-immigrant visas, and immigrant matters regarding multinational executives and 

managers, individuals of extraordinary ability and professionals. 

He has appeared before the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS), the US 

Department of Labor, the US Department of Justice Executive Office for Immigration 

Review and various federal courts. 

From 1997 to 2000, Mr. Wald was an assistant district counsel for the US Immigration 

and Naturalization Service (INS) in the Miami and San Francisco districts. In this role, 

he advised the INS on multiple aspects of immigration, naturalization, criminal and civil 

law. As a member of the Employer Sanctions Team, he provided analysis and 

consultation to special agents on the legal sufficiency of Notices of Intent to Fine 

regarding Form I-9 audits, compliance and worksite enforcement operations. 

Mr. Wald is a frequent speaker on business immigration and compliance matters. He 

has presented in seminars and conferences of the American Immigration Lawyers 

Association, ILW.COM's Technology Immigration: Update From The Trenches, as well 

as client seminars regarding the latest trends in employment-based immigration and 

government enforcement actions. 

Mr. Wald is an executive member of the board of the Northern California Chapter of the 

American Immigration Lawyers Association. In 2009 he was nominated as one of 

California's leading practitioners in the field of corporate immigration and listed in Who's 

Who Legal: California. He is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell, the highest rating for 

ability and ethics. 

Languages:  English, Spanish (Moderate) 
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G R E G O R Y  A .  W A L D  
Senior Attorney, San Francisco and Miami  
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E x p e r i e n c e  

 Providing counsel and defending against government audits by the US Department 

of Labor, DHS and the US Department of Justice in matters relating to H-1B 

dependency, Form I-9 compliance, employer sanctions and immigration-related 

discrimination.  

 Representing the INS and individuals before the Immigration Court throughout the 

administrative and appellate process. 

 Providing pro bono representation or volunteering as a mentor to other lawyers for 

asylum applicants in custody and removal proceedings. 

 



Labor Law in Latin America




